Persistent shunt dependency in children treated with CSF diversion for idiopathic intracranial hypertension (IIH).
Long-term shunt dependency rates in children treated for IIH with CSF diversion have not been established. We therefore present our experience with 4 children shunted for Idiopathic Intracranial Hypertension (IIH) during the years 1988-2000 with very long-time follow-up. Two out of these patients have experienced late or very late episodes of severe shunt failure during the second or third decade after initial shunt treatment. They were all boys and may not be representative for IIH patients as a whole. Two of them appear, however, to be permanently shunt dependent, indicating that long-term shunt dependency in children treated for IIH with CSF diversion may be more common than previously expected.